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Mission to
destruct?

warfare strategy
/ /" hir riiiw IS noi wiih

B u [Hililic tliiil
M rufu.svs lu nuui Lsh
H iliv uitA. Rjiilicr, it
• la witli a pi'uclicu

or'ai I lluil rurusi'^i
to nourish iht pulilic," wnifs Ki'tU
Click Hun m thv lull i:,:>ut; of rXtls
Quarttily.

Spcaliing of the blazing contro
versy owr new luiiduiK for the Nu-
tionai Enilowiiieiii fur thi- Arts. Mr.
Hari aJJs, ""Ihe public hiis been so
buIlieU uiicllcctuiilly by ihc propo
nents of coiiteinporury art llial it 1ms
wearily rcsigneil itself lu just alxjut
liiiyidiocy thai is pliiardbefureit ....
Hutthe commoniiuiii Una his limits,
and iliey ure rwitlied when some of
these Uiinjjs eriicfue from the sanc-
tuiiryof the padded cullsof ijuUei'iL-s
and museumsuiiil arc (nil in public
plaix-s, when tin; iiuhhi.- is forced to
livewith them and pay fur iheni."

The "limits" of the cumninn man
may have hecn iciiched with news
tluitNEA, directly,ihi(.u(jh iiSfiU.OlHJ
grunt, uiid mdirecily, ihruuiili itie
NewYork State Council on ilieAils,
subsidized Chelsea's Kitchen The-
iitre. whose winter scnsulion was
Aiuue Sprinkle.

Miss Siirmklc. a veteran of I.W
porn films, conducted for ilie
Kiiclien 1.' live sex .shows,at tlicend
of each of wluch she unnaieJ on
stage. Midway in llie show, she
siopiKaJ miisturbatmywitha .sex loy
to declare, to the hoots of the au
dience. "UsuiJly I Kct |«iid a lot of
money for ihis, hut toniKhl it's
yovenimeiil-liiiidcd."

Your tax dollars at work.

l'"or most Americans, the natural
reaction is: Iu:t the sickiis sculpt,
puim, print, wlialcver lliey iilvase, sd
long as my douyh isn't uivolvi'd, and
1don't tuive lo Ii>ok at the Kinbage.

But I'm afraid we're not aoinu to
Ket uCTtluit easv

Kor. ax Mr Han odds, there is u
hiddenhueiida. Uehind the '•bailing
and taunting" of a tolerant natinn
lies the "current philo.sopliy and
practice o( an. which ... ihnves on
a belief system of deliberate con
tempt for the pubho.... Undei iiejtn
Its outrage, the an world can barely
comam its secret delight at this pub
licity botuiii.! feuturnig a heroic
scenario of free spn ils vs. tronlo-
dyles."

Jn short, they are not yoingaway;
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Patrick Ziuclumun ii' a niuiontilly
sytulicaifd columnist.

they are nut yoiny to leave us ulonc.
An alienated arts crowd is going to
coniiiiue to provoke the Americiui
people, to gel the uiiemion of a pol>-
he Itial has ignored it, lo foicu us to
read in aiiuer, so il c;oi Ihcii casi
ilsell in the self-salislying role of
victim and martyr in u fascist
Aiiieiika,

Hul. we ought not to niimmi/e
what is at stake here.

"Cult and culture go hand in
hand," writes an critic Ilamilton
Keed Armstrong. "Just as Indiuiiart
reflects Us lluddhist or Hindu un-
derpiimiiig, and KomancHiue and
Cothic an project Christuii failh
and hope, and Renaissance an re
flects tlic huiiuimsni of the day, so
also much of iotli-cemury an re-
llects underlying currents of wluit
can only be described a.s the occult
ivorldviijw."

An manifests belief; and, before
u new laitii Is established, the old
must be turn down. Andreas Ser

N^TlON^t X

foRTHE AtJTfe

rano's photo of a crucifix dipped in
unrie. Martin Scorsese's "The Last
•ll'iiipttilum of Christ," Madonna's
"Like a !'rayer," are cut from ihe
s<iiiie Ml of clolh. I:^icli was done lo
niiick, siiock, demgi'ule.

The arts crowd is after more than
our money, more Hum an end to the
coiiKiesaioiwil lun oil funding ob
scene and blasjiliemous art. It is en
gaged III u cultural struggle lo root
iKii tliv old America of family, faith,
and flaij, and recreate society m a
gugan iriuige.

The inaiieuveriiig in America's
Kuliurkaiiipf ISover, the forces are
now engaged; and. a bewildered de
fensive Cliristiaii society is absorb
ing one blow after another.

Tlie desecration of churches in
Los Angeles, the homo fascisl as
sault on Si. I'ainck's Cathedral, the
non-negotiable demand that all
schoolchddren be instiucted m the
use of condoms, the drive to down
grade Wesiern culture in collegc

curricula — all ure pan of an offen-
si^e visible as long ago as Hie '.SUs,
with Ihe drive to remove all Chris-
dan pnictices, symbols and behefs
from public education.

Hollywood, having successfully
deteiided "The Uist 'lUmjilation of
Clit'ist" as a lilm of great art, has
become more iiggresslvc.

A Week ago, 'I'lie New York Times
run a full-page ad lor "Tin- Hand
maid's liile," a new film about an
America taken over by lascist and
liyitocrilical Clirisiian fund^imental-
ists. Critic Joseph Karah's depiction
of II as "tiigoted and inflanimatoi^"
IS iindersiaienient. The same pa|>er
ran a iwo']>age ad for "Nuns on ihe
Run." descril>ed as "'1110 l-"uiinicsl
Anti-Cleriail 'nansvesiite Comedy
ol ihe Decade."

Wiih Us demand that the NhlA be
funded at the liiglier level, tliat all
restrictions on what recipient art
ists may do with the money be re
moved,tliat congressional oversight
be ended, America's artists ure de

manding the prerogatives of a new
priestly class. I'uhhc money withuut
accountability. The right to dictate
what IS an The righi lo ban and
taunt willi im|>unily

'I'henew miliiancy was on itisplay
in Ihis city last week, during Cul
tural Advocacy Day

Hie NRA Is under attack by a
"homophobic cabal," railed Joseph
Papp, as Andreas .Serrano aigiiett
aulographs. "This is nu longer a
figlnaluut obscenity," declaimed Dr.
Mary Schmidi Campbell. New York
City commissioner of cultural af
fairs. ••Tills ISatK)ul Ihe very pnnci-
ples of democracy and the funda
mental values of this country."

'Ilic lady is right. Tins is a war
about thefundameitlal values of Ihis
country; and. lo .see the While House
endorse an increase in money for
NKA. and removal of any con-
stramts on (he recipients is lo sug
gest, that, in the Uitile lor America's
soul, Ihe admmislialion plans lu be
suinoihiiig less than a fighting ally.


